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Introduction – Authorities:  Qur’an, Hadith

I.
Themes and Impressions

A.
Hadith and the Values of Islam

B.
Characteristics of Islam
II.
Muhammad’s Call and Concerns

A.
Context – Pagan Arab Culture

Arab clan feuds, polytheism, superstition, need for safety and peace

B.
Call as a Prophet

C.
Influences and Values

1.
Jews – One God

2.
Christians – Stories of Jesus

3.
Problems – Christian Beliefs and Life

Monophysite views of Jesus – not really killed on the cross

Confused ideas about the Trinity

Alcohol 

4.
Subhana – avoid shirk: worst sin

5.
Honor, hospitality, protection

D.
Beliefs and Practices


1.
Five Pillars

2.
A Natural Religion – for Anyone

3.
Last Day, Mahdi (Messiah) will judge

4.
Angels, jinn (desert spirits), Satan

5.
God’s Messengers (Prophets) 

–  God sent a prophet to every people (244,000)

–  Some had books “revealed upon” them

–  Muhammad is the last prophet

III.
The World Outside

A.
Cultural Influences

B.
Peoples of the Book

Christians, Jews, Sabeans

Sanctuary by King of Abbysinia

Gospel of Barnabas, Altering the Gospels

C.
Expansion
(Maps)

E.
Sufis – Christian influences – Iran, Syria, Turkey

1.
Spiritual Concepts

2.
Relationship with God

3.
Focus on Jesus

D.
The Western Incursions

1.
Crusades

2.
Medieval Frankish Kingdoms

3.
Ottoman Turkish Domination of Arabs

4.
Western Colonization

British-Ottoman; WWI - WWII: Iraq – British

E.
Concepts of Jihad
Difference of Opinion in Interpretation and Application
===========================================

Characteristics of Islam
Devotion to God
Honor God

God is One

There is none beside him.

Worst sin is shirk – to place anything alongside God

True Religion (Islam)
True Religion is Submission to God

Islam-Submission ~ Salaam-Peace ~ Muslim-One who submits

Practical, Can be fulfilled by anyone

God is just; he would not require of us more than we can do

Ritual Observance
Obedience is shown by fulfillment of expected forms, prayer patterns

Infidels
Those who reject the One True God

Hindus, other Idolaters

Varied interpretation of role of Christians with Trinity

People of the Book
Normally not considered Infidels

Some commentators include them, some don’t

Common opposition to Israel and Zionists, not Jews

Due to political expropriation of Palestinian land

Relating to Muslims

They respond to words of blessing, offers of prayer, expressions of sympathy, interest, a word of faith or moral concern, and kindness.
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